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To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  Bowland  Rural  District  Council. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  Sedbergh  Rural  District  Council. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  Settle  Rural  District  Council. 

To  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  No.  2 
(North  Craven)  Division  for  the  year  1954. 

“  I  live  in  a  constant  endeavour  to  fence  against  the  infirmities 
of  ill  health  and  other  evils  of  life,  by  mirth  ;  being  firmly  persuaded 
that  every  time  a  man  smiles — but  much  more  so  when  he  laughs — 
that  it  adds  something  to  this  Fragment  of  Life.” 

Laurence  Sterne. 


TOPOGRAPHY  AND  GEOLOGY. 

Division  2  lies  aoross  the  backbone  of  England  like  a  saddle,  a 
saddle  that  has  slipped  to  one  side,  for  the  greater  part  of  its  area 
lies  West  of  the  Pennine  watershed.  It  is  not  always  realised  that 
the  western  boundary  of  Yorkshire  is  only  ten  miles  from  Morecambe 
Bay.  Settle,  the  Divisional  Headquarters  and  its  geographical  centre, 
is  24  miles  from  Burnley,  26  from  Lancaster,  30  from  Kendal  and 
from  Blackburn,  41  from  Leeds,  and  52  from  Wakefield.  It  is  a 
hilly  and  mountainous  region  :  it  includes  Brant  Fell  and  Baugh  Fell 
to  the  North,  Whernside,  Ingleborough,  Penyghent  and  Fountains 
Fell  in  the  centre,  and  the  Bowland  Fells  in  the  South  West. 
Whernside  2,419  feet  above  sea  level  is  the  highest  point,  and  Mitton 
village  151  feet  above  sea  level  is  the  lowest.  Most  of  the  valley 
land  lies  between  300  and  600  feet.  Except  for  Littondale  and 
Malhatndale  which  drain  to  the  River  Wharfe  and  the  River  Aire 
respectively,  and  so  to  the  North  Sea,  the  drainage  of  the  land  is 
southwards  and  westwards  to  the  Irish  Sea,  through  the  River  Lune 
in  the  northern  and  through  the  River  Ribble  in  the  southern  parts 
of  the  Division. 

The  geological  core  of  the  Division  is  formed  of  very  old  rocks, 
pre-Cambrian,  Cambrian  and  Ordovician  ,  overlying  the  core  are 
thick  deposits  of  Carboniferous  limestones  which  come  to  the  surface 
in  the  North  East,  whilst  in  the  South  West  the  same  limestones 
are  in  turn  overlaid  by  the  Millstone  Grit.  The  Craven  Fault  system 
runs  aoross  the  Division  from  North  West  to  South  East  and 
separates  the  main  mass  of  the  limestone  from  the  main  mass  of  the 
grit.  The  Keighley- Kendal  highway,  A. 65,  runs  just  south  of  the 
fault  line.  In  the  extreme  North  West  of  the  Division  the  Dent 
fault  bounds  an  area  where  the  older  Cambrian  and  Ordovician  rocks 


have  been  thrust  up  to  form  the  Howgill  Fells.  This  very  old 
geological  core  is  important  because  it  is  impermeable  to  water.  It 
forms  the  base  of  Malham  Tarn  and  of  the  underground  lakes  in  the 
limestone  cave  systems,  and  its  occasional  outcropping  largely  deter¬ 
mines  the  position  of  the  permanent  springs,  at  least  in  the  lime¬ 
stone  area.  There  are  several  impermeable  strata  in  the  Millstone 
Grit  series,  and  permanent  springs  appear  at  several  geological  levels. 

Geologically  recent  glacier  action  carved  out  the  valleys,  and 
their  floors  are  covered  with  glacial  drift,  to  which  they  owe  their 
fertility.  The  grass  of  the  limestone  uplands  gives  good  pasture  for 
sheep,  but  the  gritstone  uplands  are  mostly  covered  with  the  less 
profitable  heather.  On  the  gentler  slopes  of  both  limestone  and 
gritstone  hills,  tracts  of  blanket  bog  testify  to  the  high  average  rain¬ 
fall.  Though  this  blanket  bog  is  useless  for  pasture  it  acts  like  a 
great  sponge  and  holds  back  a  proportion  of  the  excess  rainfall,  slowly 
releasing  it  later.  It  serves,  therefore,  to  prevent  flooding  in  wet 
weather  and  to  maintain  springs  in  dry  weather.  Its  drainage  on  any 
large  scale  might  easily  be  detrimental ;  there  would  be  little  profit 
in  improving  poor  hill  pasture  at  the  expense  of  flooding  fertile 
valley  land. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  Division’s  chief  industry  is  agriculture.  Other  industries 
are  limestone  quarrying  and  lime  burning,  asbestos  weaving, 
textiles,  paper  making,  paint  making,  railway  work,  and  the  tourist 
trade,  but  agriculture  is  more  important  than  any  of  them.  Except 
for  the  sheep  walks  on  the  higher  fells,  which  are  often  very  exten¬ 
sive,  most  of  the  farms  are  of  from  100  to  150  acres,  and  many  of 
them  are  worked  as  family  farms  with  little  outside  help  in  the  way 
of  hired  labour.  Some  farmers  who  would  gladly  employ  hired 
labour  find  it  difficult  to  get :  there  is  certainly  no  unemployment 
on  the  land.  There  is  little  arable  farming,  dairying  and  stock  rearing 
are  the  principle  forms  of  husbandry  and  sheep  rearing  on  the  higher 
ground. 

Last  winter  was  mild,  but  prolonged  by  a  cold  cheerless  spring 
which  was  the  prelude  to  a  sunless  summer  of  quite  exceptional 
wetness,  and  which  was  followed  in  turn  by  an  equally  watery 
autumn.  Lambing  time  was  cold  and  wet,  especially  on  the  higher 
farms,  and  hay  time  was  disastrous.  A  crop  that  would  normally  have 
been  gathered  in  June  was  not  gathered  till  September  or  October  or 
even  later,  and  much  of  what  was  gathered  was  poor  stuff,  fitter  for 
bedding  than  for  feeding.  On  some  farms  the  failure  of  the  hay  crop 
was  so  serious  that  beasts  had  to  be  sold  (on  a  poor  market)  beoause 
there  was  not  enough  winter  feed  for  them  and  buying  it  would 
have  been  too  expensive ;  so  capital  was  lost  as  well  as  income. 
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There  is  a  growing  demand,  and  an  undoubted  need,  for  water 
supplies  piped  inside  houses  ;  too  many  houses  in  the  Division  still 
lack  this  facility.  There  is  an  even  louder  demand  for  water  carried 
sewage  disposal.  An  electricity  supply  is  yet  another  service  for 
which  there  is  an  increasing  demand.  For  the  preservation  of  health 
it  is  probably  more  important  than  sewage  disposal  by  water  carriage, 
though  figures  to  establish  this  belief  would  be  difficult  to  collect. 
A  last  demand  is  for  hospital  facilities  nearer  at  hand  than  any  now 
available.  It  would  be  uneconomical  and  unreasonable  to  suggest  the 
building  of  a  new  hospital  within  the  divisional  boundaries,  nor  is 
any  such  suggestion  being  put  forward  ;  but  diagnostic  centres  for 
the  major  specialities,  static  or  mobile  or  both,  can  reasonably  be 
requested  and  should  not  be  beyond  the  bounds  of  possibility. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  absolute  figures  for  births  and  for  deaths,  and  for  deaths 
classified  by  causes,  are  shown  in  Appendix  VI.  Pneumonia  is  no 
longer  the  “  Captain  of  the  men  of  Death,”  nor  is  tuberculosis  as 
formidable  an  adversary  as  it  was — though  it  should  still  be  seriously 
regarded.  The  infectious  diseases  have  lost  most  of  their  terrors,  and 
childbirth  and  infancy  are  not  the  dangers  they  were  once.  There 
should  be  no  complacency  here  either  ;  the  good  figures  of  today 
represent  much  hard  work  in  disease  prevention,  and  to  slacken  our 
effort  would  be  inviting  a  sharp  reminder  that  the  price  of  health,  as 
of  liberty,  is  constant  vigilance. 

Accidents  are  still  too  prominent  a  cause  of  death.  Accidents 
do  not  just  happen,  they  have  causes  ;  carelessness,  impatience  and 
irresponsibility  among  them.  By  taking  thought  we  cannot  add  an 
inch  to  our  stature,  but  we  can  add  years  to  our  lives. 

A  similar  consideration  applies  to  heart  diseases.  Many  of  them 
could  be  postponed  or  prevented  by  moderation  in  diet.  Overeating, 
especially  for  men  over  forty,  and  for  those  who  live  a  sedentary  life, 
is  dangerous.  More  lives  are  probably  lost  from  gluttony  than  from 
drunkenness.  The  French  used  to  classify  the  degrees  of  obesity  as 
“  the  enviable,  the  ludicrous,  and  the  pitiable.”  Even  the  enviable 
is  dangerous.  And  obesity,  be  it  remembered,  is  voluntary.  No  one 
is  forced  to  eat  too  much. 

Cancer,  another  important  cause  of  death,  is  still  an  unsolved 
riddle ;  or  more  probably  several  riddles.  The  significant  association 
between  cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung  shows  one  clear 
line  of  prevention.  The  sales  of  cigarettes  also  show  that  a  remote 
threat  is  not  a  deterrent ;  people  would  rather  take  risks  than  forego 
a  pleasure. 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 


There  has  been  no  major  change  in  the  Banitary  condition  of  the 
Division  as  a  whole,  but  some  progress  has  been  made,  and  that  is 
something.  Health  is  influenced  by  many  complex  factors,  some 
physical,  some  mental,  some  social,  and  some  environmental,  and 
some  blended  of  all  four ;  but  in  the  words  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Soott,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  London  County  Council,  “  Environmental  health 
remains,  and  must  always  remain  the  basis  of  public  health.  Pure 
water  and  the  safe  removal  of  waste  products  are  the  foundations  on 
which  good  housing,  good  nutrition,  and  healthy  living  can  be  built.” 

A  problem  which  faces  all  three  Authorities  is  the  obsolescence 
of  certain  sewage  works.  Though  they  were  adequate  when  they 
were  built  they  are  in  many  instances  far  from  adequate  now  ; 
furthermore  some  of  them  are  dealing  with  a  volume  of  sewage 
twice  or  thrice  as  great  as  the  volume  they  were  originally  designed 
to  deal  with,  and  are  overloaded  as  well  as  obsolescent.  An  additional 
handicap  is  imposed  by  the  fact  that  in  some  works  and  systems 
rainwater  is  not  separated  from  the  sewage,  so  adding  to  the  volume 
of  fluid  to  be  treated,  and  often  rushing  it  through  the  treatment 
tanks  without  giving  it  enough  time  to  purify  itself.  This  year's 
incessant  rain  has  aggravated  this  problem,  and  some  works  that 
might  otherwise  have  lasted  a  few  more  years  without  becoming 
intolerably  offensive  have  now  reached  that  undesirable  condition, 
and  their  reconstruction  has  become  urgent. 

Another  troublesome  problem  is  the  need  to  provide  public 
conveniences,  particularly  in  those  villages  which  attract  large 
numbers  of  tourists.  Malham  is  a  typical  one.  In  summer,  even  in  a 
wet  summer,  coachloads  of  visitors,  eight  hundred  or  more  in  a  day, 
come  to  enjoy  its  beauty.  For  those  who  patronise  the  two  licensed 
houses  or  three  of  the  tea  shops  there  are  certain  facilities ;  the  rest 
have  only  the  wide  world  and  the  casual  shelter  of  walls  and  bushes. 
It  is  neither  seemly  nor  hygienic. 

There  has  been  less  progress  with  the  reconditioning  of  unfit 
houses  than  had  been  hoped  for.  The  effect  of  recent  legislation  has 
been  reduced  by  the  inability  of  builders  and  contractors  to  get  enough 
labour  of  the  right  kinds.  Owners  who  want  a  job  doing  have  to 
wait  their  turn,  and  some  have  found  it  much  easier  to  get  a  job 
started  than  to  get  it  finished.  It  is  the  neglect  of  little  defects  that 
soonest  leads  to  serious  trouble  ;  and  it  is  precisely  that  class  of  job 
that  it  is  hardest  to  get  done. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Reports  follow  at  page  16. 
Without  their  help  and  co-operation  my  work  would  be  very  difficult 
indeed,  and  I  am  grateful  to  them  for  their  continued  support.  In 
comparing  the  figures  printed  in  the  Statistical  Abstract  at  the  end 
of  their  Reports  it  should  be  remembered  that  staffing  varies  from 
district  to  district. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  regular  routine  of  inspection  and  sampling  was  continued 
throughout  the  year,  with  the  invaluable  co-operation  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  A  summary  of  the  results  of  water  analyses 
will  be  found  on  page  28.  These  results  amply  confirm  the  opinion 
expressed  in  earlier  reports  that  springs  and  becks  are  not  necessarily 
safe  sources  of  water.  The  recent  freedom  of  the  Division  from 
typhoid  fever  only  reflects  the  fact  that  in  recent  years  no  human 
source  of  infection  has  polluted  an  unchlorinated  water  supply.  In 
Settle  Rural  District,  for  which  there  is  a  longer  and  a  better  series 
of  Annual  Reports  than  there  is  for  Bowland  and  Sedbergh,  typhoid 
fever  occurred  every  year  up  to  1905.  From  1906  to  1935  it  appeared 
nineteen  times,  and  from  1936  to  1954  it  appeared  twice.  The  risk 
of  typhoid  fever  is  certainly  less  than  it  was  fifty  years  ago,  but  it 
has  not  vanished  completely. 

Bowland :  The  Regional  Water  Supply  Scheme  has  been  sanctioned, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  begin  work  next  year.  Its  completion  will  be  a 
notable  sanitary  landmark.  One  case  of  water  borne  lead  poisoning 
occurred  during  the  year.  The  victim  was  in  the  habit  of  filling  his 
kettle  from  the  hot  tap,  thus  trebling  his  consumption  of  lead,  which 
is  more  soluble  in  hot  than  in  cold  water.  The  water  supply  was  a 
small  private  one. 

Sedbergh :  At  Sedbergh  repairs  to  the  reservoirs  are  needed,  particu¬ 
larly  after  the  recent  deluges.  The  scheme  for  supplying  water  to  the 
hamlet  of  Slack  and  to  certain  adjoining  farms  is  still  being  thought 
over.  It  seems  to  be  difficult  to  find  a  pure  dependable  source  near 
at  hand,  and  to  pipe  water  from  a  distance  would  be  prohibitively 
dear. 

Settle :  Negotiations  are  being  carried  on  with  the  Ingleborough 
Estate  for  taking  over  their  privately  owned  water  supply  to  Clapham 
village.  Schemes  are  in  hand  for  improved  supplies  to  Thornton- 
Westhouse-Masongill  and  to  parts  of  Malhamdale. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Bowland  :  In  spite  of  abnormal  spates  the  river  protection  works  at 
Grindleton  Sewage  works  are  still  holding  firm.  Dredging  of  the 
river  bed  by  the  Rivers  Board  may  have  helped  to  reduce  the  scour¬ 
ing  of  the  banks.  A  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  West  Bradford  has 
been  approved,  and  will  go  forward  next  year.  It  is  also  proposed  to 
modernise  the  sewage  works  at  Waddington,  which  are  obsolete  and 
over  loaded.  Slaidburn  and  Newton  in  Bowland  need  sewering. 
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Sedbergh :  The  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Dent  has  been  satisfactorily 
completed.  The  scheme  for  modernising  the  Sedbergh  sewage  works 
and  the  associated  scheme  to  divert  storm  water  from  the  town’s 
sewers  is  agreed  in  principle,  but  work  has  not  begun. 

Settle :  The  sewage  works  at  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  are  now  com¬ 
pleted.  As  finally  approved  by  the  Ministry  the  scheme  did  not 
coyer  the  whole  of  the  township.  Its  future  extension  will  have  to 
be  made  some  day.  During  this  year  the  Council  reviewed  the 
condition  of  its  many  sewage  disposal  works  and  decided  to  enlarge 
and  modernise  most  of  them,  a  necessary  work. 

HOUSING. 

The  time  has  come  to  study  the  problem  presented  by  old  unfit 
houses  more  seriously  than  ever  before.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  eliminate  all  unfit  houses  in  the  next  five  years.  Before  this 
can  be  done  a  corresponding  number  of  new  houses  will  have  to  be 
built,  or  reconditioning  of  old  property  will  have  to  be  done  on  a 
large  scale.  Reconditioning  costs  money,  but  often  less  than  the  cost 
of  a  new  house:  and  the  reconditioned  houses  are  usually  roomier 
and  solider  than  the  average  council  house  of  today. 

It  is  a  matter  of  fact,  not  opinion,  that  living  in  a  bad  house  is 
prejudicial  to  health ;  but  housing  is  only  one  of  many  factors 
involved  in  its  maintenance.  Another  important  factor  is  nutrition. 
Dr.  M’Gonigle’s  observations  showed  that  the  result  of  rehousing 
slum  dwellers  might  be  worse,  not  better  health,  if  the  higher  rates 
demanded  from  the  tenants  of  council  houses  so  reduced  the  house¬ 
keeping  money  that  there  was  not  enough  left  to  buy  good  food, 
That  was  in  Stockton  in  1936.  An  attempt  was  made  to  see  whether 
something  similar  obtained  in  Settle  in  1954.  There  is  in  Upper 
Settle  a  collection  of  old  houses  many  of  them  unfit  and  most  of 
them  sub-standard  (though  there  are  some  good  houses  too),  so  the 
five  year  death  rate  in  Upper  Settle  was  compared  with  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  township.  The  difference  between  the  two  was  not  sig¬ 
nificant,  and  in  any  case  the  figures  were  too  small  to  justify  any 
wide  deductions,  the  more  so  as  the  social  structure  of  the  two 
populations  is  not  the  same. 

Bowland  :  Steady  progress  has  been  made  ;  but  there  was  an  un¬ 
fortunate  setback  when  a  particularly  interesting  piece  of  recondition¬ 
ing  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire  when  it  was  almost  ready  for 
occupation. 

Sedbergh :  The  clearing  of  the  old  prefabricated  houses  has  gone  on, 
and  plans  for  the  building  of  new  houses  on  the  Maryfell  site  are  well 
forward.  Only  when  the  last  prefabricated  house  has  gone  will  it  be 
possible  to  tackle  the  important  question  of  unfit  houses. 
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Settle :  It  is  here,  particularly  in  Upper  Settle  that  the  problem  of 
old  unfit  houses  is  most  acute.  A  few  old  houses  are  worth  preserv¬ 
ing — not  necessarily  as  dwelling  houses — for  their  architectural  merit, 
and  some  could  be  usefully  reconditioned,  but  some  are  so  irretriev¬ 
ably  bad  that  reconditioning  would  have  to  start  at  the  foundations. 

HYGIENE  OF  FOOD. 

Milk :  Throughout  the  year  there  has  been  co-operation  with  the 
Milk  Production  Officer  and  with  the  Veterinary  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Tuberculosis  bacilli  were  recovered  from 
one  milk  sample,  but  the  Veterinary  Officers  had  had  earlier  word  of 
it  than  I  had,  and  had  already  excluded  five  tuberculin  positive 
reactors  from  the  herd  in  question,  so  no  pasteurisation  order  was 
necessary. 

Meat :  The  results  of  meat  inspections  are  shown  on  pages  19  and  25. 

Bowland  Bural  District  Council  has  permitted  slaughtering  at 
two  private  abbatoirs,  Sedbergh  at  three,  and  Settle  at  two.  At  Settle 
the  Council  took  over  and  now  maintain  the  former  Ministry  of  Food 
abbatoir.  The  building  is  not  wholly  satisfactory,  but  there  was  no 
practical  alternative  to  taking  it  over. 

Food  Handling:  Emphasis  is  still  on  education  and  encouragement. 
No  case  of  Food  poisoning  from  an  infection  acquired  inside  the 
Division  was  confirmed  during  the  year,  and  only  one  case  was 
notified,  that  of  a  workman  on  Marl  Hill  Tunnel.  He  had  visited 
several  places  of  public  resort  in  Clitheroe  and  Whalley,  and  was  ill 
enough  to  require  admission  to  hospital,  where  a  Salmonella  infection 
was  proved.  Two  friends  who  accompanied  him  on  his  jaunt  suffered 
from  similar  but  milder  symptoms;  but  none  of  the  ninety-odd 
workmen  who  had  stayed  at  the  Marl  Hill  Camp  was  affected.  On 
two  occasions  suspicious  outbreaks  were  reported  by  telephone  from 
Bentham,  but  because  all  laboratory  investigations  were  negative  no 
formal  notification  was  made.  An  outbreak  of  “gastric  flu”  was 
reported  from  Ingleborough  Hall  School,  after  a  trip  to  Morcambe, 
but  laboratory  investigations  were  again  negative.  It  may  have  been 
“flu  ”  but  it  may  have  been  food  poisoning  of  staphylococcal  toxin 
type.  This  outbreak  was  notified  too  late  by  days  for  effective 
investigation. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Only  115  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurred  in  1954  :  the 
epidemics  of  1953  when  there  were  612  cases  had  left  few  susceptible 
children.  Whooping  cough  accounted  for  42  cases,  measles  for  28, 
scarlet  fever  and  pneumonia  for  17  each,  erysipelas  for  8,  and  food 
poisoning,  poliomyelitis  and  acute  encephalitis  for  one  eaoh.  There 
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were  more  cases  of  whooping  cough  than  were  notified.  The  disease 
was  mild,  and  often  no  doctor  was  called  in.  The  case  of  food  poisoning 
has  already  been  referred  to.  The  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  only 
diagnosed  retrospectively,  when  a  child  who  had  had  a  ‘  feverish 
cold”  was  later  found  to  have  slight  residual  paralysis.  Though  no 
steps  had  been  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  infection  it  did  not 
spread,  or  not  in  any  recognisable  form.  The  case  of  acute  encephalitis 
was  at  first  thought  to  be  poliomyelitis  too,  but  this  diagnosis  was 
not  sustained  in  hospital 

Two  cases  of  acute  haemorrhagic  chicken  pox  occurred  in 
Sedbergh  in  May.  One  of  them  died  after  a  very  short  illness.  Chicken 
pox  of  the  usual  mild  type  was  epidemic  at  the  time.  Suspicion  of 
smallpox  was  naturally  aroused,  but  the  clinical  picture  was  typically 
chicken  pox,  except  for  the  severity  of  the  illness.  Professor  Downie 
of  Liverpool  to  whom  material  from  the  surviving  case  was  sent, 
reported  that  the  virus  was  typical  chicken  pox  virus. 

The  end  of  the  year  was  distinguished  by  a  sharp  outbreak  of 
influenza,  probably  due  to  Virus  B.  It  was  first  noticed  in  Bentham, 
and  spread  widely  from  thence,  chiefly  amongst  school  children, 
though  cases  did  occur  in  adults  as  well,  particularly  amongst  school 
teachers.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Divisional  Education  Officer  and  to 
the  Head  Teachers  of  the  local  schools,  as  well  as  to  the  family 
doctors,  for  keeping  me  informed  about  the  spread  of  this  interesting 
but  non-notifiable  disease. 

Tuberculosis:  As  well  as  the  115  cases  of  infectious  disease  25  new 
cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  17  pulmonary,  and  8  non- 
pulmonary.  It  cannot  be  too  plainly  set  down  that  tuberculosis  is  an 
infectious  disease,  and  that  the  greatest  risk  of  infection  is  in  the 
home  of  a  patient.  Ignorance  of  these  facts,  or  unwillingness  to 
recognise  them,  is  dangerously  widespread,  even  amongst  educated 
people,  sometimes  even  in  the  families  of  sufferers. 

To  find  the  infective  case,  and  to  treat,  educate  and  guide  him 
so  that  he  is  no  longer  a  source  of  danger  to  others  is  one  of  the 
chief  tasks  of  preventive  medicine.  The  most  important  method  of 
case  finding  is  the  following  up  of  the  contacts  of  known  cases.  This 
can  only  be  done  by  persuasion,  and  unfortunately  a  significant 
number  of  contacts,  sometimes  contacts  whom  one  strongly  Buspects 
of  being  infectious,  refuse  to  attend  for  examination.  Elderly  people, 
amongst  whom  some  of  the  most  dangerous  spreaders  of  the  disease 
are  to  be  found,  are  particularly  difficult  to  persuade.  They  strongly 
resent  the  suspicion  that  they  may  have  infected  their  nearest  and 
dearest;  they  have  “never  ailed  anything” — chronic  cough  in  the 
elderly  not  being  considered  an  ailment — and  do  not  or  will  not  see 
why  a  fuss  is  being  made.  There  is  room  here  for  much  health 
education,  of  the  public  at  large  as  well  as  of  the  families  of  sufferers. 
Another  method  of  case-finding  is  to  perform  tuberculin  jelly  tests 
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oh  all  school  entrants,  and  to  follow  up  the  home  contacts  of  positive 
reactors.  If  a  young  child  reacts  to  tuberculin  he  has  almost 
certainly  acquired  his  infection  either  from  raw  milk  or  from  some 
close  contact.  A  third  method  is  the  Mass  Miniature  Badiography 
Survey.  A  survey  was  carried  out  in  Settle  Bural  District  in  Sept¬ 
ember.  Three  cases  were  reported,  of  whom  two  were  already  known 
to  the  Chest  Physician.  This  indicates  a  weakness  in  this  method 
of  search.  The  same  people  tend  to  be  examined  over  and  over  again, 
whilst  the  people  one  really  wants  to  know  about  keep  as  far  from 
the  Radiography  Unit  as  they  do  from  any  other  form  of  investiga¬ 
tion.  There  are  times  when  one  is  tempted  to  think  that  fear, 
ignorance  and  obstinacy  are  bigger  enemies  than  the  tuberculosis 
bacillus  itself.  They  are  certainly  harder  to  kill. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  of  selected  children  is  carried  out  by  the 
Chest  Physician  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  open  at  54,  Keighley  Road, 
Skipton,  on  Mondays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  from  10  a.m.  to  12 
noon,  and  a  Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  Dr.  D.  B.  Hyslop’s  Surgery  in 
Settle  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  every  month.  Tuberculosis  visiting 
is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors  under  the  direction  of  the  Chest 
Physician.  Close  liaison  is  kept  with  the  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  W.  D. 
Hamilton,  by  monthly  conference  as  well  as  by  occasional  contacts. 

Venereal  Disease  is  not  a  serious  problem  here.  One  new  case  came 
under  treatment  during  the  year.  A  social  worker  in  Venereal 
Disease  is  shared  with  nine  other  Divisions. 

The  following  family  doctors  undertake  the  treatment  of  Venereal 
Disease  : 

Dr.  D.  B.  Hyslop,  Linton  Court,  Settle.  Tel.  Settle  2100. 

Dr.  D.  Scott  Jackson,  Briarwood,  Sedbergh.  Tel.  Sedbegh  18. 

There  are  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  at  the  following  hospitals : 
Keighley :  Victoria  Hospital. 

Men,  women  and  children — Tuesdays,  3 — 7  p.m. 

Burnley  :  Victoria  Hospital. 

Women  and  children — Tuesdays,  5 — 7  p.m. 

Fridays,  2-— 4  p.m. 
Men — Tuesdays,  2 — 4  p.m.  and 

Fridays,  5 — 7  p.m. 

Blackburn  :  Royal  Infirmary. 

Men — Wednesdays,  5 — 7  p.m.,  and  Thursdays,  2 — 4  p.m. 
Women — Mondays,  2 — 4  p.m.  and  5 — 7  p.m. 

Lancaster  :  Royal  Infirmary. 

Men  and  Women— Mondays,  5  p.m.,  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 

Kendal :  Westmorland  County  Hospital. 

Men  and  Women — Fridays,  4  p.m, 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE, 

Ante-Natal  Care :  Most  expectant  mothers  prefer  to  be  seen  in  their 
homes  by  their  own  doctors.  The  Nurse-Midwives  also  carry  out 
routine  ante-natal  examinations.  An  Ante-Natal  clinic  is  open  in 
Settle  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office  on  alternate  Tuesdays.  Attend¬ 
ances  are  increasing.  A  class  in  relaxation  exercises  is  held  as  part 
of  the  Clinic.  The  services  of  consultants  are  available  for  any 
practitioners  who  require  them,  either  at  hospital  out-patient  depart¬ 
ments,  or,  if  a  patient  is  unfit  to  travel,  in  the  patient’s  home.  X-ray 
examinations  are  similarly  available,  though  only  at  Hospitals. 

Dental  treatment  of  expectant  mothers  is  arranged  either  by  the 
County  Dental  Officers,  or  through  private  dental  practitioners. 

Standard  maternity  outfits  for  use  at  confinements  are  provided 
free.  Stocks  are  held  by  all  midwives,  and  at  the  Divisional  Health 
Office. 

Expectant  unmarried  mothers  can  have  the  same  help  as  married 
women,  and  in  addition  are  helped  by  the  appropriate  religious  Moral 
Welfare  Associations  who  generally  arrange  for  the  confinement  in 
one  of  their  homes.  A  special  Health  Visitor  can  be  made  available 
for  unmarried  mothers  if  there  is  need  for  her  services. 


Midwifery :  The  midwifery  service  is  combined  with  the  Home 
Nursing  Service.  Nurse-Midwives  are  available  as  follows 


Grindleton  :  The  Syke — three. 
Hellifield  :  3,  Pendle  View — one. 
Settle  :  4,  Ingfield  Estate — one. 
Ingleton  :  Cra  vend  ale — one. 
Bentham  :  Ashfield  House — one. 
Sedbergh  ;  2,  Havera — two. 
Kettlewell :  Manor  Cottage — one. 


Tel.  Chatburn  244. 
Tel.  Hellifield  263. 
Tel.  Settle  2155. 
Tel.  Ingleton  358. 
Tel.  Bentham  291. 
Tel.  Sedbergh  138. 
Tel.  Kettlewell  250. 


(for  Littondale,  by  arrangement  with  Division  1,  Skipton). 


All  the  midwives  are  equipped  with  apparatus  for  giving  anal¬ 
gesia,  and  are  trained  in  its  use.  Opportunities  to  attend  refresher 
courses  on  all  branches  of  their  work  are  regularly  offered. 

One  premature  baby  outfit  is  held  ready  for  emergency  use,  and 
selected  midwives  are  trained  in  the  care  of  premature  babies. 
Where  the  admission  of  a  premature  baby  to  hospital  is  necessary, 
it  is  arranged  in  the  usual  way. 

Arrangements  for  admission  to  hospitals  for  confinements  are 
made  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office,  It  is  essential  to  apply 
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early.  Cawder  Ghyll  Maternity  Home,  Skipfcon,  and  Bramley 
Meade,  Whalley,  take  most  of  the  oases  from  this  Division,  but  beds 
have  been  booked  in  Skipton  General  Hospital,  and  Keighley  Victoria 
Hospital :  sometimes  even  further  afield.  There  is  a  private  Nursing 
Home  at  Long  Preston  which  takes  a  certain  number  of  maternity 
cases. 

No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  for  maternity  cases  at 
Harden  Bridge  Hospital. 

Post-Natal  Care:  There  is  limited  accommodation  in  the  Yorkshire 
Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies  at  Harrogate  for  mothers  suffering 
from  the  after  effects  of  childbirth,  and  for  babies  over  three  weeks 
and  under  seven  months  old.  The  Home  is  closed  in  the  winter. 
Applications  for  admission  can  be  made  through  the  Divisional 
Health  Office. 


Child  Welfare  I  Child  Welfare  Centres  with  doctor  and  Health  Visitor 
in  attendance  are  open  at  the  following  places 

Bentham  :  Town  Hall,  on  alternate  Tuesdays  from  2 — 4  p.m. 

Ingleton  :  Literary  Institute,  on  alternate  Tuesdays  from  2 — 4  p.m. 

Settle  :  St.  John’s  Methodist  School,  on  alternate  Thursdays  from 
2 — 4  p.m. 

Waddington  :  St.  Helen’s  School,  on  alternate  Thursdays  from 
2 — 4  p.m. 

Hellifield  :  Methodist  Sunday  School,  on  alternate  Thursdays  from 
2 — 4  p.m. 

Sedbergh  :  Masonic  Hall,  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

At  all  centres  Dried  Milk,  Vitamin  preparations,  and  other 
Welfare  Foods  are  sold  at  reduced  prices. 

Details  of  the  work  done  at  the  centres  are  given  in  Appendix  III. 

A  mobile  clinic  visits  on  alternate  Mondays  and  Tuesdays,  and 
calls  on  Mondays  at  Gisburn,  Bolton-by-Bowland  and  Slaidburn ; 
and  on  Tuesdays  at  Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Clapham,  Austwick  and 
Horton- in-Ribblesdale.  It  has  not  been  possible  because  of  other 
commitments  to  provide  a  doctor  for  the  mobile  clinic,  but  cases  in 
need  of  medical  advice  are  specially  referred  whenever  there  is 
occasion. 

There  is  limited  accommodation  for  children  up  to  five  years  of 
age  in  a  Residential  Nursery  at  Leadenhall  Grange,  Harrogate. 
Applications  for  admission  are  dealt  with  at  the  Divisional  Health 
Office. 
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Health  Visiting ;  There  are  wholetime  Health  Visitors  for  all  parts 
of  the  Division  except  Bentham,  where  the  duties  of  Health  Visitor 
are  combined  with  those  of  the  Nurse-Midwife.  Besides  their  duties 
in  connection  with  babies  and  toddlers,  the  Health  Visitors  act  as 
School  Nurses,  supervise  the  working  of  the  Home  Help  Service, 
undertake  the  care  of  the  Aged,  act  as  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors, 
follow  up  patients  discharged  from  hospital  if  so  requested,  and 
provide  reports  on  the  social  circumstances  of  applicants  for  hospital 
confinement.  They  are  given  regular  opportunities  to  attend  refresher 
courses,  either  general  courses  or  courses  in  one  particular  aspect  of 
their  work.  They  attend  lectures  or  demonstrations  arranged  by  the 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor  at  Wakefield  whenever  convenient. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

A  full  inspection  was  carried  out.  On  the  whole  the  health  and 
nutrition  of  the  children  was  good.  Where  defects  were  found  the 
family  doctor  was  notified,  and  where  a  specialist  opinion  was 
required  it  was  obtained  either  through  the  family  doctor,  or,  with 
his  consent,  directly.  All  specialist  reports  received  direct  are  in¬ 
variably  shown  to  the  family  doctor. 

Investigations  into  the  health  of  farmers’  children  are  being 
continued. 

There  are  2  known  spastics  and  1  knoWh  epileptic  amongst 
the  school  population.  In  co-operation  with  the  Youth  Employment 
Service  endeavours  are  being  made  to  secure  suitable  employment 
for  all  such  cases ;  as  indeed  for  all  School  leavers,  and  particularly 
those  who  are  in  any  way  handicapped.  Liaison  is  also  kept  with 
Voluntary  Societies  for  the  welfare  of  Handicapped  persons  of  all 
kinds. 

A  Speech  Therapist  is  shared  with  two  Divisions.  During  the 
year  28  cases  were  treated :  the  results  were  encouraging. 

Detailed  results  of  School  Inspections  are  shown  in  Appendix 
IV. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  44  Home  Helps  were  available.  2  in 
Bowland  R.D.,  8  in  Sedbergh  R.D.,  36  in  Settle  R.D.  To  obtain  the 
services  of  a  Home  Help,  application  should  be  made  to  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  on  a  form  obtainable  there.  The  service  is 
free  to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  it.  Those  who  can  afford 
to  pay  are  required  to  do  so,  in  part  or  in  whole  according  to  their 
means. 
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In  allotting  Home  Helps  priority  is  given  to  confinement  cases 
and  to  acute  emergencies,  but  an  increasing  demand  is  coming  from 
the  aged  and  infirm,  and  from  the  chronic  sick.  If  enough  Home 
Helps  could  be  recruited  in  those  parts  of  the  Division  which  are 
now  badly  supplied  twice  the  amount  of  work  could  be  done.  There 
is  a  known  unsatisfied  demand,  and  sometimes  help  has  had  to  be 
rationed  when  one  knew  that  rationing  was  causing  hardship.  The 
present  establishment  is  15  full  time  Home  Helps,  or  their  equivalent 
in  part  time  Home  Helps.  At  need  limited  additional  helps  can  be 
got  from  the  County  reserve. 


CARE  FOR  THE  AGED. 

Hostels  are  available  in  the  West  Riding  for  such  aged  persons 
as  require  no  special  medical  or  nursing  care  and  can  look  after  them¬ 
selves  reasonably  well.  For  those  who  are  infirm  as  well  as  old,  or 
for  the  chronic  sick,  there  is  no  adequate  provision.  It  is  very  difficult 
indeed  to  get  such  patients  into  Hospital  and  the  word 
“incontinence”  closes  every  hospital  door.  Social  background 
reports  are  provided  on  patients  on  the  waiting  lists  to  such  hospitals 
as  apply  for  them.  Few  do. 


PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

The  use  made  of  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  in  Care  and  After 
Care  is  disappointingly  small.  Mental  Hospitals,  especially  Lancaster 
Moor  use  our  services  fully  ;  and  where  school  children  are  concerned 
some  Hospitals  pass  on  relevant  information,  others  do  not.  It  is 
rare  for  any  help  to  be  sought  for  patients  discharged  from  general 
hospitals.  Either  hospitals  do  not  know  that  help  can  be  given,  or 
do  not  think  much  of  it,  or  are  unwilling  to  apply  for  it. 

For  the  Care  and  After  Care  of  Tuberculosis  cases  liaison  is  kept 
with  the  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  W.  D.  Hamilton,  by  correspondence, 
and  more  effectively  by  a  monthly  case  conference. 

Tuberculosis  after-care  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors 
under  the  joint  direction  of  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  M.O.H., 
who  also  jointly  arrange  for  extra  nourishment,  and  for  any  other 
necessary  and  lawful  provision  that  may  help  towards  recovery. 
Admission  to  sanatoria  is  arranged  by  the  Chest  Physician  and  the 
B.C.G.  vaccination  of  selected  children  is  carried  out  by  the  Chest 
Physician,  on  behalf  of  and  in  co-operation  with  the  M.O.H. 

Care  of  the  Blind  :  There  are  50  registered  blind  persons  in  the 
Division.  During  the  year  5  cases  were  added  to  the  list,  and  no 
case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified.  A  home  teacher  visits 
those  blind  persons  who  can  profit  from  her  help. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation:  Vaccination  is  performed  free  by 
family  dootors.  347  children  were  born  in  1953,  and  by  the  end  of 
1954,  220  vaccinations  had  been  performed.  Of  these  a  proportion 
were  “  for  export  only,”  being  done  for  intending  travellers  because 
of  foreign  quarantine  regulations  and  for  no  other  reason.  There 
was  no  untoward  reaction  from  any  of  the  vaccinations  performed 
in  this  Division. 

Of  the  same  347  children  born  in  1953,  135  had  been  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  by  the  end  of  1954.  I  have  reason  to  think  that 
some  doctors  do  not  notify  all  their  immunisations,  so  the  true  figure 
may  be  higher  than  the  notified  figure.  With  few  exceptions  all  school 
entrants  are  immunised  or  re-immunised  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  Thanks  to  the  School  Campaign  I  do  not  fear  an  epidemic, 
but  I  should  be  much  happier  if  no  cases  could  occur  at  all. 
Immunisation  is  carried  out  free  by  general  practitioners,  by  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  and  by  School  Medical  Service.  Some  practitioners 
actively  press  for  the  immunisation  of  every  young  child  in  their 
practices,  others  only  perform  it  if  the  mothers  bring  their  children 
to  the  surgery  and  ask  for  it  to  be  done. 

229  children  were  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough,  but 
again  I  have  reason  to  know  that  the  figure  does  not  represent  the 
full  number  of  immunisations  performed.  Furthermore  most  doctors 
use  a  combined  Diphtheria-Whooping  Cough  antigen,  and  if  they 
notify,  only  notify  the  Diphtheria  immunisation.  The  combined 
antigen  is  popular  with  parents,  and  is  asked  for  at  clinics  and  at 
school.  The  results  of  giving  two  antigens  separately  are  better,  but 
involve  five  injections  as  against  two  or  three  by  the  combined 
method. 


Home  Nursing :  The  Home  Nursing  Service  is  combined  with  the 
Midwifery  Service.  During  the  year  12,611  visits  were  paid  to  864 
patients.  All  the  nurses  are  on  the  telephone,  and  emergency  calls 
are  attended  to  at  all  hours.  If  a  patient’s  condition  demands  it, 
night  visits  are  paid. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Ambulances  are  provided  at  the  following  centres : 

Clitheroe  :  Tel.  Clitheroe  154. 

Sedbergh  :  Tel.  Sedbergh  49  (Day)  67  (Night) 
Settle:  Tel.  Settle  3194 

Many  of  the  Ambulances  are  equipped  with  wireless  telephones, 
and  can  be  diverted  at  need  to  deal  with  an  emergency  or  to  collect 
an  extra  patient. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

It  is  not  sufficiently  realised  how  big  a  problem  mental  illness 
presents.  This  year  15  patients  from  the  Division  were  admitted  to 
mental  hospitals  as  certified  patients  and  7  as  voluntary  patients,  and 
the  amount  of  minor  mental  ill  health  treated  by  family  doctors,  or 
suffered  without  medical  help  at  all,  is  very  great.  Probably  not 
less  than  one  quarter  of  all  illness  in  the  Division  springs  from 
mental  ill  health,  using  the  word  mental  in  its  widest  sense.  It  is 
also  probable  that  much  of  this  ill  health  is  preventable,  given  the 
will  to  prevent  it  :  probable  also  that  the  seeds  of  much  mental  ill 
health  are  planted  early  in  childhood.  As  regards  these  problems 
we  are  in  much  the  same  position  today  as  our  forefathers  were  as 
regards  typhoid  fever  a  hundred  years  ago ;  we  fill  prisons  and 
hospitals  at  no  small  cost  to  the  community  and  there  treat  the 
victims  of  mental  breakdown,  but  the  breakdowns  have  to  occur  first, 
and  we  take  few  steps  to  prevent  them.  One  step  now  being  taken 
is  the  deliberate  use  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  to  teach  mothers 
the  fundamentals  of  mental  development,  and,  by  advice  and 
reassurance,  to  provide  psycholgical  “  first  aid  ”  in  early  uncom¬ 
plicated  psychological  difficulties,  But  there  is  need  for  more  than 
fcliis  ;  most  of  all  there  is  need  for  study  and  research.  A  division 
like  this,  where  the  population  is  small  and  where  each  case  can  be 
intensively  studied  is  ideal  for  research  purposes  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  whole  time  psychologist  to  conduct  such  research,  as  well 
as  to  treat  cases  would  be  a  well  justified  step, 

Pending  such  an  appointment  there  is  need  for  a  great  increase 
in  facilities  for  child  guidance.  Children  in  need  of  such  help  attend 
the  Child  Guidance  Centre  which  is  held  once  a  month  in  Skipton, 
but  appointments  cannot  be  got  as  soon  or  as  often  as  one  would 
like.  The  services  of  the  psychologist,  invaluable  as  they  are,  have 
to  be  rationed.  In  some  cases  the  length  and  inconvenience  of  the 
journey  to  Skipton  have  kept  children  away  who  would  have  profited 
from  consultation  and  treatment  nearer  home. 

A  Mental  Health  Social  Worker  is  shared  with  Division  1.  A 
summary  of  her  work  is  given  in  Appendix  V. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

The  Health  Education  programme  is  based  on  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres,  where  in  addition  to  the  specific  advice  given  to  regular 
attenders,  Bpecial  poster  displays,  talks  and  demonstrations  are  given 
from  time  to  time.  The  topics  of  Mental  Health,  Home  Accidents 
and  Clean  Food  have  been  particularly  stressed.  Health  Visitors, 
Nurses,  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Doctors  all  share  in  educational 
work  and  carry  it  on  wherever  they  go  in  the  course  of  their  daily 
duties.  At  Sedbergh  special  sessions  of  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic 
were  devoted  to  health  teaching.  At  Sedbergh  and  Ingleton  Health 
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Visitors  have  taught  health  at  special  school  classes,  and  at  all  other 
secondary  schools  talks  have  been  given  or  demonstrations  arranged. 
The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  continued  in  1954  the  Workers 
Education  Association  class  on  “  Health  :  One  and  Indivisible,”  begun 
in  1953.  At  the  end  of  the  course  the  Class  produced  Dr.  R.  A. 
Hoey’s  clean  food  play  “King  Alfred.”  Other  “opportunity” 
lectures  were  given  to  a  variety  of  local  organisations  from  Business 
Women’s  Associations  to  Young  Farmers’  Clubs. 

There  is  no  branch  of  Health  Work  where  the  co-operation  of 
the  Hospitals  and  of  the  General  Practitioners  would  be  so  welcome 
and  so  valuable.  It  is  idle  for  the  Health  Visitor  to  urge  breast 
feeding  if  the  family  doctor  puts  the  baby  on  the  bottle  at  the  least 
sign  of  difficulty  or  reluctance  ;  or  for  the  M.O.H.  to  advocate 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  if  the  practitioner  is  apathetic 
about  it ;  or  for  anyone  to  preach  Mental  Health  if  a  bottle  of 
medicine  is  the  doctor’s  answer  to  all  complaints.  But  it  is  so 
much  easier,  and  quicker,  to  flatter  a  patient’s  ignorance  with  a 
bottle  of  medicine  than  it  is  to  teach  him  to  help  himself. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  P.  Lambert. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’ S  REPORTS. 

BOWLAND. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  your  consideration  I  would 
refer  briefly  to  tbe  following  matters  : — 

Notices  Served. 

Tbe  position  in  the  building  trade  with  regard  to  materials  is 
gradually  improving,  but  in  this  district  the  same  cannot  be  said  in 
respect  of  the  labour  force  available  for  housing  repairs. 

One  typical  example  of  this  was  a  case  in  which  works  costing 
approximately  £200  were  6  months  before  completion,  in  spite  of  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  owner  and  myself  to  expedite  matters. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  epidemic  in  the  area 
during  the  past  year.  A  few  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in 
October  and  November. 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified.  From  enquiries,  it 
appeared  that  the  infection  had  been  obtained  in  an  adjoining  district. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

The  only  offensive  trade  in  this  district  is  at  Withgill  (Casings 
Department)  where  the  trade  of  Gut  Scraping  is  carried  out.  The 
buildings  housing  the  plant  are  gradually  becoming  rather  dilapidated. 
On  making  representation  to  the  owners  for  repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments,  1  was  informed  that  the  business  was  soon  to  be  transferred 
to  another  district. 

Milk  Retailers. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  premises  of  producer  retailers, 
and  generally  these  were  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition. 

17  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  Methylene  Blue  tests, 
13  of  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  4  unsatisfactory. 

Biological  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis  was 
carried  out  in  17  samples,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  water  supplies,  particularly  the  main  piped  supplies,  have 
maintained  a  reasonable  degree  of  purity  throughout  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  abnormal  rainfall  in  the  summer  months  no 
insufficiency  was  reported  in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  have  taken  over  the  administration 
of  the  Waddington  Water  Undertaking,  serving  some  250  dwelling- 
houses,  and  the  Sawley  Water  Undertaking,  serving  some  30  dwelling- 
houses. 

108  yards  of  3"  cast  iron  main  and  113  yards  of  3"  asbestos 
main  have  been  laid  to  the  Council’s  Grindleton  housing  site. 

Regional  Water  Scheme. 

Following  the  Inquiry  in  1953  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government,  permission  has  now  been  given  for  the  ordering 
of  the  pipes,  and  the  purchasing  of  the  Waddington  Water  Under¬ 
takings — the  main  source  of  supply, 

Work  in  connection  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  is 
expected  to  commence  in  the  Autumn  of  1955. 

Housing. 

15  new  houses  and  flats  have  been  completed  during  the  year 
(6  houses,  by  the  Council  and  9  houses  and  flats  by  private  enterprise). 

In  making  housing  inspections,  7  cases  of  overcrowding,  involving 
some  34  persons  have  been  found.  Of  these,  2  cases  have  been 
relieved  during  the  year,  1  case  by  granting  the  tenancy  of  a  Council 
house,  and  the  other  by  the  increasing  of  the  living  accommodation 
by  the  owner. 
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The  5  cases  shill  outstanding  will  be  relieved  next  year,  as 
provisions  for  re-housing  the  families  have  been  included  in  the 
Council's  1955  building  programme. 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  gradual  elimination 
of  pail  closets  by  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system.  This  is 
done  by  the  installation  of  septic  tanks,  for  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
there  are  no  pail  closets  existing  within  the  specified  distance  of  our 
sewerage  systems. 

In  three  cases  of  house  drainage  to  septic  tanks,  it  has  been 
found  possible,  by  re-routing  the  drainage  systems,  to  convey  the 
sewage  to  the  Council’s  sewers  ;  thus  enabling  three  obsolete  and 
unsatisfactory  septic  tanks  to  be  abolished, 

Slaughterhouses  and  Food  Inspection. 

With  the  end  of  meat  rationing,  there  was  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  slaughtering  of  pigs  at  Withgill,  and  the  premises 
were  found  to  be  inadequate  for  the  purpose.  The  owners  have  been 
approached  with  a  view  to  certain  major  improvements  being  under¬ 
taken. 

The  owner  of  a  small  slaughterhouse  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
district  expressed  a  desire  to  re-licence  his  premises.  The  required 
improvements  and  alterations  were  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Council. 

Much  of  the  meat  which  is  consumed  in  this  Area  is  slaughtered 
in  adjoining  districts. 

Food  Preparation  including  Ice  Cream. 

Frequent  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  premises  under 
this  Section,  and  the  small  number  of  unsatisfactory  conditions 
found  have  been  remedied  forthwith. 

Of  the  33  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  analysis,  32  have  been 
satisfactory  (27  Grade  I,  and  5  Grade  II),  and  1  unsatisfactory  (Grade 
IV.)  The  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  sample  was  found  on  in¬ 
vestigation  to  be  a  faulty  refrigerator  setting.  This  was  remedied, 
and  further  samples  taken  were  satisfactory. 

Rodent  Control. 

Routine  disinfestations  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Council’s 
tips  with  satisfactory  results.  Farms,  Business  Premises,  and 
Workmen’s  Camps  have  also  been  disinfested. 

Test  Baiting,  on  the  basis  of  10%  of  the  manholes,  on  the 
sewage  systems  at  Gisburn,  Bolton-by-Bowland,  Grindleton,  and 
Waddington,  has  been  carried  out,  Result : — Negative. 
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Scavenging. 

The  scavenging,  which  is  done  by  the  Council’s  workmen,  has 
been  carried  out  satisfactorily,  very  few  complaints  having  been 
received.  The  Council  now  gives  scavenging  service  in  17  out  of  19 
parishes. 

A  new  scavenging  wagon,  of  7  cub. yards  capacity,  has  been 
purchased  to  replace  an  old  and  smaller  vehicle. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  R.  OYEREND,  c.R.s.L,  m.s.i.a. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Number  inspected  7 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  .  — 


Sheep 

Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 

Lambs 

—  —  12  1,440 

—  8 

—  6 

—  -97 

—  1 

—  48 

—  3-4 


SEDBERGH. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  details  of  the  Annual  Report  I  would  refer  briefly 
to  the  following  matters  : — 

Water  Supplies. 

While  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  maintaining  the 
supply  in  any  of  the  three  distribution  systems  for  which  the  Council 
is  responsible,  from  the  point  of  sufficiency  of  supply,  serious  damage 
due  to  excessive  rain  in  the  month  of  December  resulted  in  the  3" 
water  main  laid  through  the  River  Rawthay  being  swept  away,  and 
also  one  of  the  main  intake  dams  filled  in  solid  with  gravel  and  sand. 
(Hobdale.)  This  resulted  in  an  intermittent  supply  on  one  high 
point  (Hallbank.) 
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Owing  to  continued  heavy  rain  causing  the  river  to  continue  in 
flood,  it  has  not  as  yet  been  possible  to  renew  the  main  through  the 
river,  nor  yet  to  clean  out  Hobdale  dam,  which  lies  at  a  level  of 
approx.  1200ft.  O.D. 

As  an  indication  of  the  abnormally  heavy  rainfall  experienced 
in  this  area,  the  following  figures  supplied  by  courtesy  by  Mr.  A.  L. 
Gladstone  are  of  interest  : — 

Rainfall.  January,  1954 
February,  1954 
March,  1954 
April,  1954 
May,  1954 
June,  1954 
July,  1954 
August,  1954 
September,  1954 
October,  1954 
November,  1954 
December,  1954 


Total.  83*32  ins. 


5*45  ins. 

3  •  66  ins. 
3*40  ins. 
2*25  ins. 

4  •  34  ins. 
6  •  31  ins. 
7*87  ins. 
6  •  60  ins. 

10*62  ins. 
13  *  54  ins. 
10*32  ins. 
9  *  26  ins. 


As  a  result  of  these  abnormal  conditions,  it  was  not  possible  to 
take  any  useful  gaugings  from  Great  Combe  in  connection  with 
Slack  water  supply,  the  position  in  regard  to  the  water  supply  to 
these  five  properties  therefore  remains  as  formerly. 

For  reference  only,  one  gauging  (at  two  different  points)  was 
taken  of  Horse  Gill  Beck  adjacent  to  Slack  (30th  April) 

_  25,920  Galls,  day. 

32,400  Galls,  day. 

With  reference  to  Sedbergh  water,  no  works  of  repair  or 
improvement  have  as  yet  been  carried  out  to  the  Storage  or  Service 
reservoirs  as  advocated  in  a  report  from  the  Council  from  their 
Consulting  Engineer  (1952). 

Dent  and  Sedbergh  Supplies.  (Chlorinated.) 

Chlorination  plants  at  both  the  above  works  have  been  over¬ 
hauled  and  checked  by  the  makers  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
Consistent  sampling  proved  both  supplies  to  be  satisfactory. 

Lea  Yate  Supply. 

This  (untreated)  supply  also  remains  satisfactory,  minor  main¬ 
tenance  repairs  only  having  been  necessary. 
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Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

No  sewage  works  extensions  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
past  year. 

The  Council  has  not,  as  yet,  taken  over  the  sewage  plant 
installed  by  British  Railways  at  Garsdale  owing  principally  to  a 
disagreement  over  the  suggested  taking  over  by  the  Council  of  a 
section  of  a  drain  from  the  Station. 

The  gravity-fed  sludge  pit  requested  by  the  Council  has  been 
installed  by  British  Railways. 

Farfield  Mill— nuisance  from  whey. 

Due  principally  to  an  alteration  in  loading  procedure,  no  further 
nuisance  from  whey  has  occurred  at  the  above  cheese  factory. 

Dent  Sewage  Disposal. 

This  year  has  seen  the  installation  of  two  settling  tanks  and  a 
sludge  drying  bed  on  the  sewage  field,  together  with  the  laying  of  a 
uew  12"  sewer  to  the  River  Dee. 

While  the  effluent  is  still  land-treated,  the  general  conditions 
have  been  much  improved. 

Housing  (Council.) 

A  contract  has  been  let,  and  work  commenced  on  the  erection 
of  60  housing  units  on  the  Maryfell  site. 

This  figure  includes  36  flats  (2  bed)  and  24  houses  (3  bed),  the 
flats  being  in  two  blocks  of  20  and  16  respectively. 

The  relative  positions  on  the  two  sites  Maryfell  and  Pinfold  at 


the  end  of  the  year  is  as  follows — 
Original  No.  of 


Prefab  Bungalows 

Vacated 

Demolished 

Remaining 

Maryfell. 

50 

27 

26 

24 

Pinfold. 

36 

21 

16 

18 

Total 

86 

48 

*42 

42 

Housing  (Private  Enterprise.) 

Two  houses  were  completed  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

Of  the  ten  houses  the  subject  of  Statutory  Notices  under 
Sec.  11  H.A.  1936,  served  in  1953,  five  comprising  one  block  will  be 
closed  on  the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  by  the  Council, 
four  at  Dent  are  still  the  subject  of  negotiations  as  between  the 
owner  and  the  Council,  and  one  is  in  process  of  renovation. 

Two  further  houses  (Back  Lane  and  Golden  Lion  Hotel)  were 
also  closed  as  unfit  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
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Milk  Supply. 

There  is  one  retailer  of  T.T.  milk  in  this  area  (non-producer.) 

Five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological  examination,  and 
one  under  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

All  five  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  while  no  action 
was  taken  in  the  case  of  the  sample  taken  under  the  provision  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Food  Supply,  Slaughter  Houses  and  Food  Inspections. 

Out  of  a  total  of  5  Slaughter  houses  in  the  area,  licences  for  a 
limited  period  have  been  issued  in  the  case  of  three,  the  remaining 
two  butchers  continuing  to  obtain  their  supplies  from  Kendal,  which 
continues  to  be  the  Central  Slaughter  House  for  adjacent  districts. 

Rodent  Control. 

Routine  disinfestation  of  the  Council's  central  and  emergency 
refuse  tips  have  been  carried  out  through  the  year  with  satisfactory 
results. 

No  reservoir  of  infestation  exists  at  either  of  these  tips. 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing. 

No  further  extensions  of  the  Council’s  scavenging  area  have 
been  made  during  the  past  year. 

The  areas  served  include  : — 

Sedbergh  and  Dent  weekly,  Lea  Yate,  Slack,  Gawthrop  and  Garsdale 
fortnightly,  and  Howgill  and  Cautley  monthly. 

Improvements  to  the  Central  Tip  include  the  entire  fencing  of 
the  tip  to  exclude  sheep,  the  excavating  for  and  construction  of  a 
sheep  trap  (cattle  grid)  and  the  making  of  a  short  road  to  permit  of 
tippping  across  the  entire  tip  at  a  higher  level. 

Car  Park,  etc. 

Of  other  work  not  normally  included  in  an  Annual  Report, 
mention  might  be  made  of  the  construction  of  a  Car  Park  in  Sedbergh. 

This  work,  which  covered  the  period  May — July  inclusive* 
included  the  breaking  out  of  existing  foundations  and  concrete  work 
to  the  old  Auction  Mart,  the  filling  and  levelling  of  the  area,  which 
included  approximately  130  tons  of  material  and  also  part  new 
drainage. 

The  resultant  Car  Park  is  approximately  2,260  sq.  yards  in 
extent. 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRED  J.  LAWSON,  M.S.I.A. 
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SETTLE 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  story  during  the  year  has  again  been  of  steady  progress, 
and  the  following  are  some  of  the  more  interesting  items  dealt  with 
during  the  period  covered  by  the  report. 


Sewerage :  Following  the  completion  of  the  schemes  for  the  sewerage 
of  part  of  Horton  in  Ribblesdale,  the  Council  decided  to  seek  authority 
to  proceed  with  the  remainder  of  the  scheme  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  no  further  progress  has  been  made. 


Closet  Accommodation:  The  main  activity  in  “conversions"  was 
at  Horton  in  Kibblesdale  where  practically  all  the  houses  served  by 
the  new  sewers  had  the  closets  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system.  Many  improvements  were  again  carried  out  at  farm  houses 
under  schemes  for  which  assistance  was  made  available  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  under  the  Hill  Farming  and  Livestock 
Rearing  Acts. 


Public  Cleansing:  During  the  course  of  the  year  one  old  vehicle  was 
scrapped  and  replaced  by  one  of  the  larger  type  which  was  based  at 
Settle.  This  made  it  necessary  to  revise  the  routes  covered  by  the 
Settle  vehicles  by  which  it  was  found  possible  to  give  an  improved 
service  to  some  of  the  more  outlying  parts.  The  vehicles  now  in  use 
are  two  of  10  cu.  yards  capacity  and  one  of  7  cubic  yards,  but  when 
the  time  comes  to  replace  the  smaller  vehicle  the  type  to  be  used  will 
need  careful  consideration  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  some  of  the 
streets  to  be  traversed. 

The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  bas  steadily  increased 
over  the  last  few  years,  mainly  on  account  of  rises  in  wages,  cost  of 
fuel  etc.,  and  the  total  cost  is  now  approximately  £5,670  per  annum. 


Water  Supplies :  Agreement  was  reached  with  the  objecting  riparian 
owner  affected  by  the  proposed  improvement  of  the  Masongill/West- 
house  supply  and  a  final  scheme  was  submitted  for  the  Minister’s 
approval  but  his  decision  was  still  awaited  at  the  year  end. 

In  connection  with  the  scheme  for  Malhamdale  the  Minister 
approved  the  proposals  in  principle. 

The  supply  to  the  village  of  Clapham  is  owned  by  the 
Ingleborough  Estate  and  early  in  the  year  a  suggestion  was  made 
that  the  Council  might  consider  the  acquisition  of  the  undertaking. 
Various  meetings  with  the  owner  were  held  but  no  final  decision  was 
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reached  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  matter  was  still  being 
investigated. 

No  shortage  of  the  Council’s  supplies  was  experienced  during 
the  year  and  the  supplies  to  High  Bentham,  Hellifield,  Ingleton,  and 
Settle  continue  to  be  chlorinated. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  shown  in  Appendix  II,  three  samples  were  taken  for 
chemical  analysis. 

Food  Supplies:  During  the  year  two  milk  retailers  ceased  to  operate 
and  the  number  is  now  41  of  which  35  are  producer/ retailers  and  6 
retailers  only.  The  bulk  of  the  milk  supplied  is  now  tuberculin  tested. 


Samples  were  taken  as  follows  : 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Ordinary  milk 

9 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 

25 

3 

Biological  samples 

9 

— 

In  July,  Government  control  of  slaughterhouses  ceased  and 
earlier  in  the  year  a  sub-committee  was  set  up  to  consider  the  whole 
question  of  slaughtering  facilites  throughout  the  district  as  the 
slaughterhouse  in  operation  was  privately  owned  and  leased  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 

On  several  occasions  a  sub-committee  of  the  Council  met 
representatives  of  the  local  Butchers’  Association  who  were  asked  to 
put  forward  suggestions  as  to  slaughtering  arrangements,  but  as  they 
did  not  seem  able  to  make  any  workable  propositions  the  Council 
eventually  decided  after  careful  consideration  to  take  over  from  the 
Ministry  the  lease  of  the  slaughterhouse  at  Settle  which  had  about 
three  years  to  run. 

During  the  year  seven  applications  were  received  for  premises 
to  be  licensed  as  slaughterhouses  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  two 
were  in  use,  one  each  at  Austwick  and  Bentham,  the  applications  in 
respect  of  four  premises  having  being  refused  and  one  adjourned.  No 
appeals  were  made. 

The  Council  decided  to  limit  the  number  of  slaughterhouses  and 
with  this  in  view,  a  resolution  was  passed  on  August  24th  under 
Section  4  (2)  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  but  at  the  year  end 
the  Minister’s  confirmation  was  still  awaited. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  those 


affected  with  disease  : — 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cores 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Cores 

373 

384 

14 

Lambs 

3613 

774 

Number  inspected 

373 

384 

14 

3613 

774 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

5 

6 

14 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

146 

218 

6 

285 

32 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

tuberculosis 

39-4 

58-1 

*85-7 

8-2 

4-6 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

45 

66 

_ 

_ 

38 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

12-1 

18-2 

4-9 

*  It  should  be  noted  that  practically  all  the  calves  slaughtered  were 

“casualties.” 


Housing  :  Work  under  this  head  was  still  of  steady  progress  but  a 
long  standing  eyesore,  viz,  four  derelict  houses  in  Chapel  Street, 
Settle,  was  demolished  after  being  purchased  by  the  Council. 

Representations  were  made  regarding  three  individual  unfit 
houses.  A  closing  order  was  made  in  respect  of  one  of  them  at  Settle 
and  negotiations  were  incomplete  in  respect  of  the  other  two.  An 
undertaking  given  in  respect  of  one  house  at  Burton  in  Lonsdale  was 
cancelled,  the  house  having  been  reconstructed  and  made  fit. 

During  the  year  23  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  and  18  by 
private  enterprise. 

Under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  nine  schemes  were 
approved  during  the  year  and  two  were  completed,  making  a  total  of 
eight  since  the  commencement  of  the  Act. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  regarding  statutory  over¬ 


crowding  at  the  year  end. 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  10 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  15 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  69 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  nil 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  2 
Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  15 
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Legislation :  During  the  year  much  of  the  West  Biding  County 
Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951  was  adopted,  coming  into  force 
on  May  1st  and  this  will  help  in  the  administration  of  various  public 
health  matters. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

N.  FIRTH,  m.s.i.a., 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  REPORTS  :  STATISTICAL 

ABSTRACT 


Bowlan^ 

Sedbergh 

Settle 

Notices  Served 

Statutory  Notices  Served  ... 

1 

— 

14 

Statutory  Notices  Complied  with  ... 

2 

— 

12 

Informal  Notices  Served  ... 

84 

3 

32 

Informal  Notices  Complied  with  ... 

80 

3 

32 

Notifiable  Diseases 

Inspections  made 

...  9 

11 

16 

Disinfections  carried  out  . 

4 

3 

10 

Public  Health  Nuisances 

Inspections  made 

124 

6 

43 

Nuisances  Found 

72 

— 

25 

Nuisances  Abated 

69 

— 

25 

Offensive  Trades 

Registered  premises 

1 

— 

— 

Inspections  made 

10 

— 

— 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Inspections  made 

24 

— 

16 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

•  »  e 

— 

— 

Rivers  and  Streams 

Complaints  from  Rivers  Pollution  Board  2 

— 

— 

Inspections  made 

7 

— 

— 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

Registered  Bakehouses 

...  3 

5 

16 

Inspections  made 

...  6 

4 

12 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found... 

1 

— 

2 

Milk  Retailers 

Registered  Milk  Retailers  ... 

All  producer 
retailers 

1 

41 

Inspections  made 

22 

6 

30 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

4 

— 

— 

HOUSING 

Inspections  made  ...  . 

...  236 

160 

131 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

72 

44 

72 

New  cases  of  overcrowding 

7 

— 

— 

New  houses  erected  ... 

16 

2 

41 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

•  •  » 

2 

3 

Number  of  closing  orders  asked  for  and  made  — 

2 

3 

Number  of  houses  repaired  after  closing  orders  — 

- — 

1 

Number  of  houses  otherwise  repaired 

72 

15 

50 
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Bowland  Sedbergh  Settle 

Drainage  and  Closet  accommodation 


Inspections  made 

•  •  • 

197 

161 

143 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

•  •  • 

59 

5 

33 

Repairs  to  drains,  including  clearing 

•  0  • 

45 

5 

4 

New  septic  tanks  built 

•  00 

7 

3 

20 

New  W.C.  provided  ... 

*  *  0 

— 

— 

41 

Other  improvements  ...  ...  ...  49 

Slaughter  houses  and  Food  Inspections 

7 

49 

Licenced  Slaughter  houses 

0  0  0 

3 

3 

2 

Inspections  made 

0  0  0 

133 

71 

263 

Amount  of  Food  condemned  in  lbs. 

Meat  and  Offal 

2,141 

477 

23,319 

Fish  ... 

0  0  0 

— 

— 

— 

Other 

Food  Production,  including  Ice  Cream 

16 

123 

Premises  Registered... 

0  0  0 

29 

13 

72 

Inspections  made 

0  0  0 

94 

8 

51 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

0  0  0 

3 

— 

2 

Samples  taken  . 

0  0  0 

33 

— 

5 

Factories  Act 

Registered  Premises  . 

0  0  0 

29 

29 

139 

Inspections  made 

0  0  0 

25 

10 

24 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

0  0  0 

1 

— 

3 

Rodent  Control 

Inspections  made 

0  0  0 

63 

35 

102 

Sites  test  baited 

0  0  0 

21 

35 

7 

Maintenance  treatments  carried  out 

0  0  0 

10 

i — 

23 

Scavenging 

Inspections  made  ...  . 

0  0  0 

120 

41 

175 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ... 

0  0  0 

4 

— 

33 

New  refuse  bins  provided  ... 

0  0  0 

19 

2 

42 

APPENDIX  II. 

WATER  SUPPLIES  :  BACTERIOLOGICAL  REPORTS. 


BOWLAND. 

Bashall  Eaves 

Satisfactory 

1 

Unsatisfactory 

2 

Bolton-by-Bowland 

0  0  0 

..  j 

4 

— 

Dunsop  Bridge  . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

3 

1 

Gisburn  . 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

5 

1 

Grindleton  ... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

3 

— 

Holden  .  .^. 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

4 

— 

Horton  . 

0  0  0 

0  «  0 

3 

— 

Mitton  Great 

0  0  0 

4 

— 

Newton 

4 

— 

Rimington  . 

•  0  0 

5 

1 

Sawley 

0  0 

3 

- 

Slaidburn 

0  0  0 

0  00 

8 

2 

Tosside 

•  0  0 

3 

— 

Waddington 

0  0  0 

*  0  0 

4 

- 

West  Bradford  (Mains) 

0  0  0 

4 

— 

West  Bradford  (Tagglesmire)  etc. 

0  0  0 

2 

1 

Private  Supplies  (Single  Properties) 

•  •  0 

•  •• 

12 

8 
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SEDBERGH 


YfttG  •••  ...  »•*  ... 

Satisfactory 

2 

Unsatisfactory 

Z^61lt  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

5 

1 

Sedbergh 

...  6 

— 

Private  Supplies  (Single  Properties)  ... 

5 

1 

SETTLE. 


Airton 

Arncliffe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Austwick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bentham  (High)  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bentham  (Low)  .  4 

Burton-in-Lonsdale  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Clapham 

Cold  Cotes  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Hellifield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Horton-in-Bibblesdale 

Helwith  Bridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ingleton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Keasden  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Kirkby  Malham  (Stand  Pipe)  ...  ...  ...  - 

Kirkby  Malham  (Procters)  ...  ...  ...  - 

Langcliffe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Long  Preston  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Malham  (Atkinson’s) 
Malham  (Hanlith) 
Masongill 
Newby 


Otterburn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rathmell  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  1 

Settle  (High  Level)  .  4 

Settle  (Low  Level)  ...  ..  ...  ...  2 

Stainforth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Westhouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Private  Supplies  (Single  Properties)  ...  ...  9 


NOTE  : — Many  of  the  samples  from  Private  Supplies  were  from 
proposed,  not  from  actual  sources. 


2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 

1 

3 

1 

20 


APPENDIX  III. 


ATTENDANCE  AT 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Children 

Children 

Children 

Centre 

under  1  year 

1 — 2  years 

2 — 5  years 

Ingleton 

380 

192 

223 

Settle 

335 

135 

106 

Bentham 

356 

188 

101 

Waddington 

312 

81 

196 

Hellifield  . 

79 

64 

134 

Sedbergh 

200 

104 

118 

(29) 

ATTENDANCE  AT  MOBILE  CLINIC. 


Children 


Centre 

Clapham 

Burton-in-Lonsdale  ... 
Austwick 

Horton-in-Ribblesdale 
Bolton-by-Bowland  .. 

Slaidburn  . 

Gisburn  . . 


Children 


Children 


1  year 

1 — 2  years 

2 — 5  years 

21 

18 

10 

92 

8 

13 

36 

19 

13 

44 

22 

17 

28 

34 

82 

71 

26 

71 

31 

9 

14 

APPENDIX  IV. 

RESULTS  OF  SCHOOL  INSPECTIONS. 


Periodical  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

DEFECT  OB  DISEASE 

Bequiring 

Treatment 

Bequiring 

Observation 

Bequiring 

Treatment 

Bequiring 

Observation 

Skin  . 

21 

65 

11 

27 

Eyes  (a)  Vision  . 

32 

134 

17 

34 

(b)  Squint 

7 

15 

2 

5 

(c)  Other  . 

4 

45 

1 

5 

EARS  (a)  Hearing . 

9 

76 

2 

20 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

7 

77 

8 

38 

(c)  Other  . 

8 

29 

2 

9 

Nose  or  Throat  . 

30 

222 

35 

132 

Speech  . 

7 

77 

5 

16 

Cervical  Glands . 

1 

29 

2 

45 

Heart  and  Circulation  ... 

1 

97 

— 

60 

Lungs  . 

Development  . 

4 

21 

7 

49 

(a)  Hernia 

3 

10 

— 

2 

(b)  Other 

Orthopaedic 

2 

46 

2 

16 

(a)  Posture  . 

24 

50 

7 

22 

(b)  Flat  Foot... 

81 

45 

9 

24 

(c)  Other 

Nervous  System  . 

24 

368 

6 

60 

(a)  Epilepsy  ... 

1 

2 

— 

1 

(b)  Other 

PSYCHOLOGICAL  . 

*““* 

“ 

3 

(a)  Developmental  ... 

— 

7 

— 

20 

(b)  Stability  ... 

1 

28 

6 

22 

Other  defects  . 

4 

12 

7 

26 

In  5,461  examinations  11  pupils  were  found  infested  with  vermin. 
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APPENDIX  V. 

LIST  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES  AS  AT  DECEMBER  31st,  1954 


Under  16 

Over  16 

Males  Females 

Males  Females 

Statutory  Supervision 

3  7 

11  9 

Guardianship  ...  . 

—  — 

—  2 

In  Institutions 

2  3 

15  10 

Voluntary  Supervision  ... 

—  — 

—  4 

Observation  Cases 

1  1 

-  - 

On  Licence 

-  - 

—  1 

Requiring  After  Care 

—  — 

1  4 

Visits  paid  to  Mental  Defectives 

129 

Visits  to  patients  discharged  from  Mental  Hospitals 

.  42 

Visits  to  homes  of  Mental  in-patients 

•  ••  *4*  444 

29 

Visits  paid  on  all  other  duties... 

•  44  4  4  4  4*4 

•44  444  75 

Total  ...  275 

APPENDIX  VI. 

VITAL  STATISTICS,  1954. 


Estimated 

Births 

Deaths 

Deaths  under  lyr. 

Still  Births 

Population 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Bowland 

4,950 

39 

34 

30 

24 

— 

— 

—  — 

Sedbergh 

3,830 

25 

20 

22 

27 

— 

1 

—  1 

Settle 

14,190 

111 

99 

81 

100 

2 

2 

2  1 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 
Infectious  Disease,  excluding  Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  of  the  lung  ... 

Other  tuberculosis 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  diseases  ... 
Apoplexy  and  similar  diseases  ... 
Coronary  disease  of  the  heart 
Other  heart  and  circulatory  diseases 
Pneumonia  and  other  lung  diseases 
Ulcers  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Congenital  malformations 
All  other  diseases  ... 

Accident,  suicide,  and  murder  ... 


Bowland 

Sedbergh 

Settle 

— 

1 

2 

1 

13 

8 

40 

5 

6 

22 

9 

13 

28 

12 

15 

53 

5 

1 

— 

8 

1 

3 

7 

3 

17 

2 

2 

7 

Total  ...  54  49  181 
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LIST  OF  STAFF 


Chairman  of  Public  Health  Committee  : 

Bowland  W.  PROCTER,  ESQ. 

Sedbergh  W.  BATTY,  ESQ. 

Settle  P.  HARVEY,  ESQ. 


Divisional  Medical  Officer : 

D.  P.  LAMBERT.  M.D.,  D.T.M  H.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  : 

N.  M.  E.  ROBERTSHAW,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.G  ,  D.C.H. 

Head  Clerk  : 

W.  HOSSELL,  ESQ. 


Junior  Clerks  : 

J.  CARR,  B.  M.  NOWELL,  B.  BAKER. 


Social  Worker  in  Mental  Health  : 

J.  BARBER,  S.R.N.,  S.R.M. 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

Bowland  R.  R.  OVEREND,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 

Sedbergh  F.  J.  LAWSON,  M.S.I.A. 

Settle  N.  FIRTH,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.I.S.A. 


Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

Settle  F.  SMITH,  M.S.I.A. 


Health  Visitors  : 

Bowland  H.  BOWER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Sedbergh  S.  A.  SIMM,  S.R.N..  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Ingleton  E.  WATTS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Hellifield  B.  BROWN,  S.R.N.,  S.C,M.,  H.V. 

Settle  I.  C.  G.  HARRISON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Bentham  O.  M.  E.  BOTTONE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M..  H.V. 

(Part  Time). 
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